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Demand for synthetic sintered-alumina aggr egates boosted by steel refractories

Leading speciality alumina producer Almatis Gro@s imvested $6m. into a new crushing and sizirgdinits
Ludwigshafen plant which will increase producti@pacity to 75,000 tpa of alumina and spinel grades.

The new production line, which will run parallelttte existing line, has been installed to handiedker variety
of speciality alumina aggregates through new sjzingshing and packing equipment.

“This flexibility leads to an improved efficiencyitiin manufacturing and enables us to develop mawvative
products,” Gabriele Drees, Almatis’ communicatiomsnager, toldM.

“Cross contamination when using different composii will be eliminated so the stringent qualityuiegments
for the products are guaranteed,” she added.

The investment at Ludwigshafen is in responsedmeased demand for synthetic sintered alumina-based
aggregates, which increasingly are replacing ti@uil steel refractory minerals such as white amavh fused
alumina, Almatis said.

“Additional growth anticipated over the next thiggars is in the range of 4-5% in the advanced regamd in
the range of 7-10% in BRIC countries,” Drees tidil.

The new line will handle all alumina-based spetygiroducts, including spinel (AR 78/ AR90 / MR 66pnite,
standard product tabular T 60, and the new BSAr@fay

For areview of the spinel market see upcoming IM August 2011 issue.
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